Idea and Scope of a Miracle.             1 1

evidence for a Creator from that contained i
general marks of order and design in the universe.
A proof drawn from an interruption in the course of
nature is in the same line of argument as one deduced
from the existence of that course, and in point of
cogency is inferior to it Were a being who had ex-
perience only of a chaotic world suddenly introduced
into this orderly system of things, he would have an
infinitely more powerful argument for the existence
of a designing Mind, than a mere interruption of that
system can afford. A Miracle is no argument to one
who is deliberately, and on principle, an atheist.

Yet, though not abstractedly the more convincing,
it is often so in effect, as being of a more striking and
imposing character. The mind, habituated to the
regularity of nature, is blunted to the overwhelming
evidence it conveys ; whereas by a Miracle it may be
roused to reflection, till mere conviction of a super-
human being becomes the first step towards the
acknowledgment of a Supreme Power. While, more-
over, it surveys nature as a whole, it is not capacious
enough to embrace its bearings, and to comprehend
what it implies. In miraculous displays of power the
field of view is narrowed ; a detached portion of the
divine operations is taken as an instance, and the final
c^use is distinctly pointed out A Miracle, besides,
is more striking, inasmuch a$ it displays the Deity in
action; evidence of which is not supplied in the